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Spain. Among other matters he was able to conclude
a postal convention between the two countries which
had been under discussion for seventy years, and which,
while it secured certain privileges to Spaniards,
obtained for France the retrocession of the buildings of
the Church of St, Louis-des-Frangais, which had been
under sequestration since the war of 1808.
On his departure he was received in public audience
by Queen Isabella, who told him: " You carry away
with you my esteem, and that of all my subjects." And
as at Barcelona, so at Madrid, the French residents
presented him with a gold medal, with these remark-
able words of gratitude: "So far as it concerned a
Frenchman, you have not left a single unfortunate
without relief, nor any injustice without reparation.
And in brief it can be said of you, that every day of
your administration has been distinguished by some
good deed that you have done."
Officially, M. de Lesseps was informed that he had
been transferred to the Berne Legation; but he was
never to occupy this post. Instead, when he returned
to Paris, a mission fraught with the gravest con-
sequences was intrusted to him.